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Electric Blanket Mod Supply 
Alter reading your column about the 60 

hertz radiation, I was concerned. I also enjoy 
sleeping under an electric btankeL I dkln·1 
unplug my btanke1. •hough Instead. I bulh a 
DC power supply to power II. 

I run lhe AC hne through the exlSllng 111er­
mostat, 1hen th.rough 17ohmsol 50wartpow­
er resisto<s, then to a 600 PIV, c amp rec1mer 
The outpUI ol lhe l'llCl•her is ~ to a 
200 YOit. 7500 mlcrofanld electrolytic capaci­
tor and alsO to lhe blanket The blanket now 
sees 115 volts of DC (at 135 wans) with 0.7 
volts ol npple t had to 51Jghlly mooaty the 
eldS!mg lhermo5lal (&horten ilS healing w.re) 
so ii would behave exactly as befoce. This is 
due to the " wasted'. power diSSipated by lhe 
ctJrrenl/lloltage fimallng 17 ohm restSlor 

It wor!CS !lawlessly •nd I now sleep in ··po. 
lanzecf' comfort! I am llgunn' lllal thlS may 
even cause some or my disloeated brain cells 
10 suaighlen out A fnend of mine sugg11$1ed 
tb:at perhaps II I "'-ere to l1oat' on a lake, I 
mlgltl even poont nonh 

Alt JOlaog aside I did indeed build, and 
am US1119, lhe forernentioned DC power sup­
ply lotmyeleclricblanketandal a cost ol less 
than $15, uslngaO new parts I got lhe recbfler 
for a bucJt and a hall and the 75 mierotarad 
caplor~.50 

I su.re do hope you aren · t gonna pnnl any­
thing negative about DC electromagnette 
fields (I see a pun) ! I also wan110 say thai your 
editorials are at least hall lhe reason I sub­
scnbe to 73 MagBZJM. I enjOy them. 

Gregory R MclntJre KEtUV 
Belle Fourehe S. Dakola 

Gregcxy , Hey, )Oii C8lll6 up with a simple 
fix for your blanket. Great Idea / was WOllder· 
mg how the thermostats would adapl to DC 
operation 

I haven'/ seen mvch yei on the effects of 
DC fields on cell growth and communica· 
/Fons .. excepl one sludy which showed a 
remarkable cell ellecr when the cells W81B 
moved }us/ a few degrees off !he earrh •s mag­
netic field. 

Just in case, I'm making do with blankets 
and a nice comforter Wayne 

New Direction for Scouts 
Regarding your comments !Mr. Green's) to 

the "Something tor Beginners" letter In the 
feb. '90 issue, page 56.1 heard something on 
TV that might be worth checking Into. 

A national Boy Seoul leader said lhe 
Scouts were changing policy with regard 10 
their dlrecllon. It was becoming more socially 
oriented to help c;:irrect problems like tunc­
lional illiteracy, the drug abuse situation, elc. I 
don't know ii the Scouts would be recepllve lo 
Including some ham radio lndoclrina1lon with· 
In their organb:atlon. but It seems possible. 
likely there have been coopere1lve efforts 
between Scouts end hams before during 
emergency c;:ind11tons 

This group has a national leadership that 
can implement programs nationwide Tiiey 
may like to Include some ol the benefits ol 
amaleur radio Within their new ouUOOk even II 
they haven't done so before. And 1hls might 
help compensate for the loss ot ham suppon 
through school systems (which are not gukf· 
edat a national te11el, but are guided regional­
ly). The aim, of course, is to t11CO<Jrage the 
growth or the hobby by gaining younger 
blood. 

Roy Ekberg WtUO 
Blownsvllle TX 

Newcomer to Amateur Radio 
As a - to amateur racflO I rind 13 

very much suited to my 1nterest.s and reading 
style. I am l!Sp8Cljlily pleased wtth Wayne's 
monthly comments (Urades?). I got into ham 
radlO lhts summer alter 1e1umlng rrom a 
three-year Peace Corps stint In Bocswana A 
long-tenn lriend (N4PIV) prodded me into U I 
was into 11 m dunng the 70s b4.lt could never 
seem lo learn the code So this summer I 
crack8d lhe whop and wonoed from fllo.,ic:e to 
Extra Class 1n just 2'-'t mon1hs By the way, I 
am 26 yeatS-old, rust compleung a Masters 
degree in plastics Engineering al U. I.Dwell, 
Massachusetts. 

I was dismayed with what I heard on the HF 
bands I'd had far more fun and meaningful 
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communications on 11 meters. Another 
Irland. N1GYli, worked with me to get his 
Tech Class. When he listened to HF one 
nigh!, with a gleam in hi& eyes that he was 
finally on amateur radio, his lace nearly 
cracked as he heard th& nonsense contacts 
on20m. 

I wan1 10 comment on Wayne's editorial in 
the Jan '90 issue, specmcally wtlh regards 10 
Aloca being hopeless. To imply that there ara 
nocountnes lnAlrics that have decent educa­
tion is a lark. It may not be as readily available 
as educaUon here. but lhen have you 
checked Boston's SAT scores lately? 

I taught IUfliorlhigh school for lhree yeaB al 
a school named Shashe. We had the best 
teachers from around the wOOd then! When I 
compare the educafion I go1 with the educa­
llon I was giving. tt>ere is no compan:son. The 
European teachers wete far more qual'lfled 

A group of 11n2 grode students begged 
me ID stan a computer dub for Jbem. I got !he 
funds to boy a computer, wtiich usually drew 
20T dtildren aday. These kids had the lech­
nical knowledge 10 handle communkabons. 
A few comPfehended the physics ol elec:ltoo­
ics better than I did. The headmaster made 
money ~llable to b4.ly an amateur radio ID 
s1art a club. rm kicking mysell now lar not 
malung ume to gel another AA2 station on the 
air. I didn' t know any better. 

Mycommentis: Whensomebodygoesona 
OXpedatJon to one of these countnes, seek 
out the lligh schools. There are Europeans 
and NO<th Amencans with teclmical back· 
grounds (Peace Corps votunt98fS, WVRST 
volunteers, e1c.) a1 tMse tugh schools. ldenb· 
fy a person who can Introduce amateur com­
munications to the teachers, then go home 
and have the club donate some old equip­
ment (or new) to get the school's club on tile 
air That way, el least with children on Iha alr. 
the conversations wm be far less boring and 
meaningless. Al the mos1 maybe a future 
pres1dency wDI be encouraged 10 continue 
his/her education In electronics and do some­
thing lo encourage development and pros­
perity In the RICHEST continent. Wayne, 
keep kickirig, you've got a good forum. 

Bill Discipio N1 GWR/AE 
Hampstead NH 03841 

I read with Interest your comments con· 
earning YLs In ham radio and the electronics 
field. I assure you that you are correct In your 
opinion of the treatment of remales and ml· 
norities In the field of electronics. 

I have been l icensed since 1970 and hold 
an Advanced Class lfcense. In addition I hold 
an FCC General Class Radiotelephone (for· 
mer first class) license and am National Busi­
ness and Educallonal Radio (NABER) oerti. 
tied. I have been employed In eleclronlcs tor 
over 25 years and enjoyed every moment of it. 
I presently work for the Pennsylvania Erner· 
gency Management Agency (PEMA) as a Ra­
dio Telecommunlcalions Speclalisl, and own 
my own company (Colorado Bectronies Ser­
vices) How am I treated? Like a know-noth­
ing woman. My only salisfecttOn is 1n knowing 
that I am usually the one sent to do 1he job 
because I know my stuff. 

Going back several months 10 your artlcle 
on EMP. eU I can say is good luck. I have 
been preaching the same thing for yeats 
and am tr.red of talking to stone walls. Even 
lhe Emergency Management people-at 
least hate In Pennsylvania-have a deal ear 
concerning high speed digital communiea­
tions. not to mention EMP protection. ti 
seems thal in a lime of emeigency the polab­
dans would rather talk to each othet lhan 
pass rmpottant baffle; the.relore, there Is a 
great emphasis on voice CltCUllS with l&le­
phonl' being the most wanted. Try as you 
migtn you can' t get ii through lheir headS 
lhal the phones are the Ii.rs! to go an an emer­
gency The thoughts of othefs in-the-know, 
c:ooceming the possibilily ol EMP caused by 
terronst actMties. are met wilh a head-lil-lhe­
sand posltion. The consensus is that if the 
po(mcsans don' t think ot 11 lhemse!Yes. the 
idea Is not worth pursuing. 

Your comments in the January 1990 Issue 
about the educaUonal systam are nght on the 
tatgat. You have started me thinking about 
getting anto tbe Yideo leaching aspect of edu­
cabon. I taught electron1CS in a vo-<ect\ school 
until the lack Of enrollments caused a layoff 

You mentioned the experlmenls by Estep 
In contacting the spirit world on VHF I re­
member reading about and trying similar 
experiments years ago. J got some funny 
resulls but never followed through Perhaps 
there is more there; maybe I will retry Iha 
experiments wilh more modern lechnology 

Whtie on the subfecl of communlcaJ1ons 
with other worlds, I will Inform you thal I am 
Iha Net Manager tor the MUFON (Mutual 
UFO Network) ama1eur radio nets. We have 
several nets on lhe ditleren1 amateur bands. 
nme and frequencies a.re Saturday 8 AM 
Eastern 7237 kHz. Salurday 9 PM Eastem 
3960 kHz, Sunday 3 PM Eastern 28470 kHz, 
and Thursday 8 PM Eastern 28460 kHz, All 
of these nets have a lol ol check·an s1a1ions 
as well as SWls They are Oj)Bn nets and 
anyone is welCOme 10 join in the conversa­
llor\S 

Keep on pra.ichong the gospel. knowmg 
that a 1- londred ~ven females ate 
altuned ID whal yell a.re $8ying. 

Leslie Vanilcle WIWOLW 
CampHlllPA 

ThanJrs for your leUl1I'. and bra\IO on your 
MUFON work Of course /'119 a theory 
wrote 1t up :wvefBI yttars ago In an editorial 
lhal UFOs may be more 111vol>-ed wr1h time 
travel than JUS1 alrens and /tW as SVCh 
!My can 'I permit 100 close OOl'llacf Wttboul 
suewmg up tl>e futum They do seem ID 
clean up a/191 themsellles >'et)' well. 

Having read most of the boo/cs on /he sub­
JeCl lorsome40 ynrs andbeenamember 
of mos1 UFO groups 111 one time or ano11>­
e1 /he data rve gaJhered seems COOSJS­
tenr w.th time lraval Thal°s one ol thll few 

COflS<Stenaes 
I had a nice teller and a mp. from Sarah 

Estep. Now I've got tO make some l ime 10 
see what f can do wilh a OAT rBCOldtH Tllat 
shovld /ncreesa Ille sensilMty enormously. 

Right now I have ro get 011tt11 here. off to 
Poland and Czechoslovakia rodsy for ten 
days. I'll be talking with lhe hllm groups 
there. and seeing what I can flnd in mlJSic 
to import and beef up their hatd cuffency 
revenues Wayne 

Amateur Radio's Image 
I Jus1 read a recent article ol yours In the 

December Issue of 73. I have had the deslre 
to get my ame1eur ticket for years and haven' I 
been able to conquer Morse code. I think a 
no-code lickel would be greaL I koow many 
others who have the same problem and have 
shied away from gelling thelr lickel due to 
code. I was sflockad to see only I 00 Canadf­
ans look advan1age ot the greal opportunlly 
the no-code ticket would offer. I would be the 
first in llna. 

I also think ii Is hard lor an experienced 
ham lo unders1and whal someone on the out­
side thinks o f amateur radio. II ls not appeal­
ing to hear constanl radio reports (like ' 11 run a 
KenwoOd and a dipole,'· ale.). Tflal Is lhe 
major reason many young people think ham 
radio Is boring I think your idea of making 
contacts more Interesting Is perfect. Your 
idea of nets for UFOs, ate., Is great. The air· 
waves need 10 be Interesting 10 attract 
younger people. Amateur ra(llo Is competfng 
with more lhlngs now than ever before. Like 
Iha home computer and modems. 

Amateur radio Is also suffering from an im· 
age problem. Mosl outsiders seem to thfnk 
you need to be a college professor to be in­
volved In It. They could be educaled by plibfic 
seMce ads, or some high profile hams could 
mention \I on national TV shows 

Oelth Belongia 
Racine WI 53504 

14 MHz Controversy 
Your November " Never Sey Die" asked 

for comments regarding the 14.275114.313 
controversy Th!s iS my cornmenL 

Alt human conmc1s have two sides. I know 
nothing ot how thcs mess got Slaned I only 
know thal 11 Is now a disgr- I haVe heani 
lmmatun1y on llOCh sides. rdlOts and KV4FZ. 
He otmously has a p.llblem. I feel bad that 
so many otfleno<ase Intelligent hams allow 
lhemsetves to lose their tempers and !her& 
lore their re- The Immature ones delight 
In CIW31ng peopte 10 lo5e lhesr temper. If we 
could only Jearn lhat weirdos must have 
an " ear " If the good guys would Ignore 
them, 11\ey would at least lire out Evety lune 
they gel an acknowledgment. they gain 
strength 

As I see it. we have three separate prob­
lems which are lnlem>tated: Intentional jam­
mers, objec1lons 10 nets ··owning" frequen­
cies. aod lhtfd-i>artY llllfflC Olhel than heal1h 
and welfare 0< emergency 

I believe an allempl should be made by 1he 
amateur c;:immunity lo stop the presenl trou· 
ble. Perhaps you, the ARRL, or maybe lho 
FCC oould take a poll of Iha amateur commu­
nity .and find out how the majority feel. Then 
the FCC or Congress could be pressured to 
enforce the wishes or the majority. 

I am In favor of assigning a specllic fre­
quency 10 a net wllh delinlle hours This 
would give a net authority ID use a frequency. 
The pubfishing of this intonnallon would re­
duce most ofthe unln1ent1onal ORM 

I am also in lavor ol allowmg third pany 
traffic, and see nothing wrong wilh the opera· 
lion on 14.300 es it is practiced at this ume. 
Few amateurs would purchase equipment 
and learn to use 11 if 11 could be used only 
rarely. 

I am not yet a subscnber to 73 I have only 
recently noticed your publlcation, and pur­
chased Nov. and Dec. off the newsstand It 
looks good so far, congratulallons. I lhlflk I 
could learn to fil<e you. 

W.S Latham AB4PG 
Deland fl 

·'Safe · Communication? 
I enjoyed the challenges (<1ef1n11Bfy plural.') 

of reading your Janua.ry column, but I wonder 
whether you haven·1 mlSS8d a possible 1ea­
son lw the general level ol apathy 1.n the ham 
ranks. It seems to me that many hams may be 
drawn lo the hobby because. paradoxically 
they are not good comnwrncators. Rall1llf. 
Ibey may be drawn by Iha patina ot the 'senu­
technical" skills and procedures which allow 
them lo pretend to communicate. Wilness 
contesting! Wrtness pacltet bulletin llOatds• 
WatnessCWI 

A similar phenomeoon seems to be a nor· 
mal phase of Arnencan adolescent develop­
ment, only the patma of choice is lhe tele­
phone. Many 1eenagers seem to use the 
telephone as a teaming tool on Which lhey 
can pracllCe !hear commumcabons slolts witn­
out the dangers of face-to-face cornmunoca­
bOl\S. Alter they master the basic skdls and 
jargon, they can move on to develop more 
intimate personal relationships lace-to-lace. 

I wonder whether many hams mighl aciuat. 
ly be afraid (too strong a word?-maybe iust 
uncomfortable) of close personal cont8C1s. so 
lhey prelend. Ham radio offers a multllude ol 
substitutes for real personal c;:immunlca­
lions, and it offers an almost perfect stage. 
These substitutes can be challenging and 
even lots of fun, but whe11 the medium subsl~ 
1u1es for the c;:intent, there ls no communlca· 
tionl 

It's no wonder that ham club meetings are, 
tor the most part, uninspiring. What elso 
could you reasonably expect from an erbl· 
trary collecllon of mostly while men, most of 
whom ere not really comfortable wllh per· 
sonal contacts, who have adopted Robens' 
Rules (another stifling way to pretend) to 
govern themselves? There also seems to me 
a sacred dictum (ARAL, ex csthedra?) thal 
only certain topics are safe for hem club 
meetings. 

Most of lhe hams I meet, on-lhe-alr or lace· 
to-face. sound like they roufd be interesllng 
people underneath their ham-veneers. but I 
am frequently rebuffed when I try 10 move a 
OSO into something whicll might be interest· 
Ing (but whfch might draw lhem Into express· 
Ing a personal oplnion)-" Well, I'm destlmll· 
ed [sic-yecchlj. I'll say 73s now and wait for 
your final." I don't know why I bother trying 
sometimes. I certainly have alternate uses Jor 
the modest lime and money I spenQ on ham 
radio-like the local bookstore I, flke you. am 
an avid reader 

I wonder why you keep trying-I don' t think 
It's lor the money. You seem to enjoy the 
status of " prophel" (rabble-rouser). and you 
-m to have a genuine CO!ICem 10< the rest 
of us hams. I usually anjoy reading yo111 
columns and explonng my own reactions 
(both positive and negative). Mos1 lmportanl· 
ly, I learn something every •am-I could haw 
gooe my whole TV-less file wi!hout evw hear· 
ing about the Ulmbada. 

I am stil lhinlling about ~ · ·expose" ol 
the Ame.ncan publlceducallon system I am a 
product ol it in the '605 when --re trying to 
save the wor1d from communism through ad­
vanced math, elc. Sll1tce OU1 own kids have 
grown and gone, I've been out ol 1ouch wilh 
the schoots. I have been \lllg\IBly aware lhal 
somelhlng's wrong. but I do!>"t know enough 
about what" s happening (not happening?). t 
also don't have a clear picture ol what I ex· 
pact, or what we need. so rt win l<ll<e me 1 
wbiJe tochan out how to get there, and men 
impor18Tdly, how t might help. Thank you lot 
challenging me to start. 

Tom Russet NT4H 
Portsmouth VA 


